
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Elizabeth McKenney 

Department: Psychology 

Email Address: elmcken@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3430 

Campus Mail Box: 1121 

Number of available URCA Assistant Positions 

One funded student only. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[x] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

PSYC 491, 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Psychology research lab, AH 0138 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

No. 

 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

   The URCA undergraduate research assistant will be assisting in a grant-funded project investigating the 

skills that school psychologists need to have to be effective advocates for social justice and effective 

student services in public schools. Working with graduate students and faculty at multiple universities, the 

RA will assist in scheduling and coding interviews, developing survey research tools, disseminating 

surveys, data entry, and possibly, data analysis. Multiple presentations and publications are expected from 

this line of research, and the RA will have the opportunity to participate in those efforts. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

   The URCA research assistant will be helping to store and transcribe qualitative interview findings, share 

surveys with school psychologist practitioners, store and code survey findings, and possibly help with 

survey analysis, time depending. The RA will also help with manuscript preparation, literature reviews, and 

conference preparation/submissions. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

   Students will learn about the knowledge, values, and action steps that make up school psychology 

advocacy, as well as the many steps that go into a multi-component research agenda. They will gain skills 

in analyzing relevant literature, planning research steps to answer research questions, answering research 

questions based upon evidence generated, and sharing results. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

   The selected research assistant should have largely regular hours of availability during the workweek, 

and excellent communication skills. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation? 

N/a 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

   Having taken PSYC 220 AND PSYC 221 and earned at least a B in both is preferred. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

   This is a great opportunity to learn a lot about school psychology, and to get familiar with graduate 

education in the field at multiple universities through working with our collaborators! 


